








Street). American Apparel continues
its march across Manhattan, taking the
Banana Republic Monogram concept
store space at 205 Bleecker Street (6th
Avenue). Steven Alan, Soapology and
Sergio Davila, a menswear designer 8th
Avenue and 13th Street, have revealed
new shops. Ralph Lauren converted
his women'’s store at 380 Bleecker to
his children’s line. The long-delayed 10
Downing restaurant has finally opened.
The Charles continues the trend of up-
scale Village bistro dining on West 4th

Broadway. Costume National is relocat-
ing to 160 Mercer Street. Tools for Living
from parent store Design Within Reach
has come to 142 Wooster Street. Vilebre-
quin has re-opened 436 West Broadway
after expanding to the adjacent space.
Bebe’s fifth store is now at 488 Broad-
way. Hugo Boss (555 Broadway next to
Sephora) is ready for shoppers. Argentin-
ean clothing brand Etiqueta Negra s tak-
ing the space at the corner of Prince and
Lafayette Streets. Infant and children's

apparel store Bundle’s has opened a

‘ ‘ Snow, sleet, rain or sub-zero temperatures

can’t keep New Yorkers from shopping or

dining... And New York as always has
something new for all. 7 7

Street. Miguelina is moving to Cooper
Square near East Sixth Street and 7
for all Mankind denim giants took 347
Bleecker Street.

In_sumptuous Soho, Timberland is

coming to 474 Broadway, while Banana
Republic expands at 552 Broadway.
Escada is planning 555 Broadway. East-
ern Mountain Sports is relocating to 530
Broadway at Spring Street, tripling its
store size. Victoria’s Secret has opened
a new unit at 568 Broadway. 130 Prince
Street will be home to Cole Haan. Alo-
bama-based Southern gentleman style
boutique Billy Reid has taken space at
54 Bond Street at Bowery. San Francis-
co menswear catalog Clark’s Register

is now bricks-and-mortar at 339 West

550-square-foot shop at 128 Thompson.
The long-awaited Vera Wang ready-to-
wear shop is nearing completion at 158
Mercer Street, with an opening by year-
end. Aldo debuted its third Manhattan
location on Broadway between Broome
and Grand. Lululemon has now brought
yoga-based serenity to Broadway. A new
hotel cluster is opening around Hudson
Square, including 179 Varick designed by
Peter Poon and the Charlton SoHo with
architecture by Lucien Lagrange, join-
ing existing Sheraton Four Points, and
upcoming Trump Soho, Viceroy Hotel
and Hampton Inn. Boqueria SoHo now
brings tapas to 171 Spring Street.

In Nolita, fragrance specialist Bath

Junkie freshens 227 Mulberry Street.

Loris Diran of Chanel and Versace
fame is opening on First Street east of
the Bowery.

The Lower East Side is in the midst

of major changes, as it continues to gen-
trify. Vintage boutique Dulcinee closed
on 127 Stanton between Essex and Nor-
folk Streets on November 13 to focus on
online and private showroom sales.

In the Formidable Financial District,

the Radisson Financial hotel will rise at
99 Washington Street (at Rector), near
the under-construction W at 123 Wash-
ington. Other hotel projects, however, re-
portedly are delayed, including the Four
Seasons at 99 Church (though develop-
er Larry Silverstein disputes it) and the
Nobu. Australian chef Shaun Hergatt's
SHO Shaun Hergatt opened in mid-No-
vember at 40 Broad Street.

This year now ending has seen tri-
umphs and travails, debuts and fare-
wells. Undoubtedly, 2009 will bring more
of all. But what we must never forget is
that New York, the most generous, excit-
ing, frustrating and fun city in the world,
will always provide opportunities for
those strong enough and smart enough
to stay. If you can make it here, you really
can make it anywhere.

Looking forward to a happy, healthy,

prosperous and store-laden 2009,

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!
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